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All of today’s readings are set in the context of the Passover. The First Read-
ing recalls the old covenant celebrated at Sinai following the first Passover 
and the Exodus.   

 
 

In sprinkling the blood of the covenant on the Israelites, Moses was  
symbolizing God’s desire in this covenant to make them His family, His 
“blood” relations.   

 

Quoting Moses’ words in today’s Gospel, Jesus elevates and transforms this 
covenant symbol to an extraordinary reality. In the new covenant made in the 
blood of Christ, we truly become one with His body and blood.   

 
 

The first covenant made with Moses and Israel at Sinai was but a shadow of 
this new and greater covenant made by Christ with all humankind in that 
upper room (see Hebrews 10:1).   

 
 

The Passover that Jesus celebrates with His Twelve Apostles “actualizes,” makes real what could only 
be symbolized by Moses’ sacrifice at the altar with twelve pillars. What Jesus does today is establish 
His Church as the new Israel and His Eucharist as the new worship of the living God.   

 
 

In offering Himself to God through the Spirit, Jesus delivered Israel from the transgressions of the first 
covenant. And, as we hear in today’s Epistle, by His blood He purified us and made us capable of true 
worship.   

 
 

God does not want dead works or animal sacrifices. He wants our own flesh and blood, our own lives, 
consecrated to Him, offered as a living sacrifice. This is the sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving that 
we sing of in today’s Psalm. This is the Eucharist.   

 
 

What we do in memory of Him is to pledge our lives to Him, to renew our promise to live by the 
words of His covenant and to be His servants.   

 
 

There is no other return we can offer to Him for the eternal inheritance He has won for us. So let us 
approach the altar, calling upon His name in thanksgiving, taking up the cup of salvation. 

Scott Hahn 

Please make sure your mobile phone is turned off during Mass if you attend in person. 

English Martyrs 
Vale of  White Horse 

Pastoral Area 

CORPUS CHRISTI SUNDAY 
 

Entrance Antiphon:  
 

He fed them with the finest wheat and satisfied 
them with honey from the rock. 
 

First Reading: Genesis Exodus 24:3-8 
 
 

Responsorial Psalm: Ps. 115:12-13, 15-18 R.v.13 

 

Response: The cup of salvation I will raise; I 
will call on the Lord’s name. 
 
 

Second Reading:  Hebrews 9:11-15 
   
 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, Alleluia! 
I am the living bread which had come from  
heaven, says the Lord; Anyone who eats this bread 
will live for ever. Alleluia! 
 
 

Gospel: Mark 14:12-16, 22-26 
 
 

Communion Antiphon:   
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood  
remains in me and I in him, says the Lord. 

 
 
SATURDAY 5TH  JUNE 
09.30am  (Private Mass) Mr & Mrs Elsley  R.I.P (Foundation) 

5.00pm Vigil Mass St John’s, Wallingford  Seamus Rainbird RI.IP. (G & D Snoxall) 
Pro Populo To book to attend, see  https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/st-johns-mass-tickets-117514359613 or 
contact the parish office.  
 
 

SUNDAY 6TH JUNE  
9.00am English Martyrs Didcot To book to attend, see https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/english-martyrs-
mass-tickets-112265930420 or contact the parish office.     
 

MONDAY 7TH JUNE  
 
 

TUESDAY 8TH JUNE  
12.00noon (Private Mass)  Garry Trent R.I.P. (A. Furlong) 
 
 

WEDNESDAY 9TH JUNE  
6pm English Martyrs  Didcot  Christopher Almeida R.I.P. (M. Almeida) To book to attend, see https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/english-martyrs-mass-tickets-112265930420 or contact the parish office.  THIS 
MASS WILL BE LIVE-STREAMED —for live-streaming go to: www.facebook.com/English-Martyrs-
and-St-John-the-Evangelist-Catholic-Churches23299248782/   

 
THURSDAY 10TH JUNE 
 
 

FRIDAY 11TH JUNE 
 

SATURDAY 12TH  JUNE 
09.30am  (Private Mass)  
5.00pm Mass St John’s, Wallingford  Pro Populo To book to attend, see  
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/st-johns-mass-tickets-117514359613 or contact the parish office.  
 

 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 13TH JUNE  
9.00am English Martyrs Didcot  Simon Sayce R.I.P. (A. Furlong) To book to attend, see https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/english-martyrs-mass-tickets-112265930420 or contact the parish office.  THIS 
MASS WILL BE LIVE-STREAMED —for live-streaming go to: www.facebook.com/English-Martyrs-
and-St-John-the-Evangelist-Catholic-Churches23299248782/ 
 

Parish Priest: Fr Phillip Harris, 15 Manor Crescent, Didcot OX11 7AJ 
Telephone: 01235 812338 

Office email: didcot@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
(Parish Office in Presbytery open Tuesday—Friday 9am to 1pm approximately) 

Fr Phillip’s email: ppharris@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

CORPUS CHRISTI (YEAR B) 
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SVP—If you know of anyone in need please call  01235 812338  

In your prayers, please remember: Jenny Evans, Mary Guinan, Maureen & John  
Logan, Margaret Goldsworthy, Ann Tomline, Joan Walker, Terry Appleyard, Joan 
Russell, Rosa Maria Santos, Joan Turner, Nina Oakes, Jacob Oakes, Jidechi Ejiofor, 
Ellen Bailey, Bill and Liz Hawkes, Pat McLoughlin, Margaret Healy, Barry Molloy 
Ben Thomas and all the sick and housebound of the parishes.  

Year of St Joseph Pope Francis has made 2021 a Year  of St Joseph, lasting from 8  
December 2020 8 December 2021.   

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR ALL THE LATEST NEWS AND GROUP ACTIVITIES. 
www.didcotandwallingfordcatholicchurches.org  

Reconciliation (Confessions):   
Please book an appointment by calling the parish office: 01235 812338 

Parish Safeguarding Rep  
For all adult and child safeguarding issues, please call Stefania Harford Tel: 07846559700  

The St Vincent de Paul Society helps to tackle poverty in all its forms through practical as-
sistance. In order to help our local community we ran an appeal just before Christmas asking 
for your assistance, in donating items and money. This included a wide range of goods from 
furniture to white goods and clothes. Thank you so much for the generous offers we have 
already had, we are still processing the requests and matching items with needs. This work 
has highlighted that people in the area are in desperate need of assistance and we would ap-
preciate further offers, including direct payments to the SVP account. St Vincent De Paul 
Society, Account 46078231, sort code 60-60-04. It is cr itically impor tant that we contin-
ue to identify who needs support in the area too, so if you know of people in need please do 
get in touch with Fr Phillip. We would also like to take this opportunity to ask anyone who is 
interested in volunteering with the St Vincent de Paul society to let us know. 

DONATIONS & STANDING ORDERS Donating or  setting up a standing order  is easy 
to do, call our bank or go online if you can. Our bank account details:  
Account name: Portsmouth R C Diocesan Trustees Didcot & Wallingford  
Sort code 309304  Account no. 00876748 
Many thanks for all your donations. If you would like to give electronically we now have a 
button on the website for donations to the parish or go to https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/
charity/english-martyrs--st-john-the-evangelist-didcot-and-wallingford-catholic-parish 
Your donation really does make a difference. Please do continue with your planned giving and 
if you don't have a standing order, could you kindly put your envelopes through the door of 
the parish office? Please let us know if you do set up a standing order –  we can post or email 
Gift Aid declaration forms. 

APF Mission Boxes  March-April usual collection time for emptying and sending off offer-
ings. The Missions like all charities are suffering from lack of funds due to pandemic. Alt-
hough we have not yet received last years total,  we aware of the loss of funds. Please can I 
ask for boxes to be brought to our churches, and in the case of St. Johns I am quite happy to 
mask up and collect if the box holder could kindly inform the parish office of address and  
telephone number in order to arrange collection day/time.  Please, please can we all make the 
extra effort they need our help. MANY THANKS. Charles Hunt telephone number 01491 
835787. 

The Catholic Bishops of England and Wales have reminded us we need to sustain each other 
in our prayer. We are all invited to join a national shared moment of prayer each day at 6pm.  

In these years 2020 to 2022, I am inviting everyone in our Diocese to undertake, by God’s 
grace, a period of intense spiritual renewal. In 2020, we joined with the other Dioceses of 
England and Wales in keeping a Year of Word, a Year that subsequently was extended by 
the Bishops’ Conference because of the pandemic. To help with this, we produced a booklet 
YEAR OD THE WORLD 2020-2021. It contained many of the ideas you suggested to me.  
The booklet proved to be very popular. Thank you for all the enthusiasm and feedback you 
gave, which has inspired us to develop a new booklet.  We will keep the YEAR OF THE 
EUCHARIST from Corpus Christi (6th June 2021) until Christmas 2022. 
Meanwhile, please accept my prayers and best wishes. May God bless you with His love 
during these Easter days.   
 

Rev. Philip A. Egan Bishop of Portsmouth  

We would like to start returning to our normal mass times.  
At the moment we will still need stewards and cleaners until the government lifts the  
restrictions please volunteer to help and contact Marie at the parish office on  
didcot@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or 01235 812338 Tuesday  - Friday 09:00am 1pm. 

PASTORAL LETTER FROM THE BISHOP appointed to be read in all churches and 
chapels of the Diocese of Portsmouth on 6th June 2021, the solemnity of Corpus Christi. 
Copies of this letter are available at the front of the church.  
Video of Pastoral Letter : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ql7D6kuznhQ    
Audio of Pastoral Letter:  
https://soundcloud.com/user-598098600/pl-corpus-christi-2021/s-gg89bSODKXM   

On Environment Day (5th June) and Environment Sunday (6th June) plan one thing 
to make the world a better place. Here are a couple of ideas: -  
 

Plant local/native flora for the bees: bee populations are dwindling all over the world, and 
ensuring that they have plenty of native flowers and plants on which to feed goes a long way 
towards helping populations thrive.  
 

Make compost: composting is an amazing and entirely natural way to create nutrient-rich 
soil for any land that is being gardened or farmed.  Using compost for gardening will 
eliminate the need for artificial fertilisers and pesticides, both of which can harm local 
biodiversity. Making this small change will help restore ecosystems around you 
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