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MASSES to be said by Fr Phillip in private 

 
Sunday 5th April  Palm Sunday  at 9.00am People of the Parishes of Eng-
lish Martyrs & St John the Evangelist 
 
Monday 6th April at 10.30am Michael Roberts, RIP (C. Roberts) 
 
Tuesday 7th April at 12 noon Ian Halpin, RIP (In perpetuity - transferred from last 
week) 
 
Wednesday 8th April at 9.30am Eithne Naughton, RIP (Naughton Family) 
 
Maundy Thursday 9th Apr il at 6pm People of the Par ishes of English Martyrs 
and St John the Evangelist 
 
Good Friday 10th April at 3pm Celebration of the Lord's Passion 
 
Easter Vigil Saturday 11th Apr il at 7pm People of the Par ishes of English Mar-
tyrs and St John the Evangelist 
 
Easter Sunday at 9am People of the Par ishes of English Mar tyrs and St John 
the Evangelist  
 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of Joe O'Neill and Laurence Turner whose private 
cremation services will be taking place Monday and Wednesday respectively and keep their 

families and friends also in your prayers.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mass Text for Palm Sunday 

Entrance Antiphon:  

Hosanna to the Son of David; 
blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, 
the King of Israel.  Hosanna in the highest. 

First Reading:  Isaiah 50:4-7 

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 21:8-9, 17-20, 23-24 

Response:  
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  

 

Second Reading:  Phil 2:6-11 

Gospel Acclamation:  
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory! 
Christ was humbler yet, 
even to accepting death, death on a cross. 
But God raised him high 
and gave him the name which is above all names. 
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory! 
 

Gospel:  Matthew  26:14—27:66  
 
Communion Antiphon  
Father, if this chalice cannot pass without my  
drinking it, your will be done. 

5th April 2020  Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
We are living in challenging times – the number of people infected by the Coronavirus 
and, sadly, the death toll from this, are continuing to rise exponentially. I have been told 
to self-isolate for a week due to showing symptoms a few days after taking the Last 
Rites, despite taking precautions, to someone who was dying from a suspected Corona-
virus infection. After being very ill on Monday and Tuesday, my symptoms seem to be 
stabilising a little now but I shall not be able to say any Masses or Liturgies in our 
churches for a while but, so long as the symptoms do not get any worse, I will continue 
to celebrate them in the Presbytery Chapel.  
Today, Palm Sunday, is one of the Church’s most beautiful liturgies with the blessing of 
palms, the procession and then the reading of the Passion. It looks forward to the sacred 
Triduum of Holy Thursday, Good Friday and the Easter Vigil in preparation for the 
dawn of Easter Sunday when Jesus triumphantly rose from the dead. Part of the joy of 
this entry into Holy Week and through to Easter is how we all come together in even 
greater numbers to celebrate this holy time and so proclaim our faith visibly and boldly 
to the world. 
Sadly, this year we cannot physically gather together but we can in other ways: spiritual-
ly through prayer and we could include in that prayer, if we have the technology, 
“virtually” attending the many broadcasts of Catholic Masses and Liturgies that are be-
ing streamed nowadays, even more during this great period of trial. If you do not have 
that technology but have a Missal, then, like many people you can still pray the readings 
at Mass, pray for the Church and the world, say the Lord’s Prayer, and offer a spiritual 
communion using the Prayer of St Alphonsus: My Jesus, I believe that you are present 
in this Holy Sacrament of the altar. I love you above all things and I passionately desire 
to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come spiritu-
ally into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to you now and forever. Amen.  
Palm Sunday moves from the great joy of Christ’s entry into Jerusalem, welcomed with 
so much enthusiasm by the crowds, through to the sadness and isolation of his crucifix-
ion and death on the Cross. That movement from abundant joyful celebration through to 
the loneliness of Golgotha with Our Lady and the beloved disciple watching at the foot 
of the Cross describes precisely what Christians throughout the world have been experi-
encing recently. But we must have faith and we must keep our faith alive, for after this 
time of sorrow will come much joyful rejoicing, and we pray, a renewed and 
“resurrected” Church that will proclaim even more boldly to the whole world that Jesus 
Christ is the Saviour of the world. 
I will keep you all very much in my prayers. Do pray for me and for us all at this time. 
With every blessing,  Fr Phillip 



Parish Safeguarding Rep  
For all adult and child safeguarding issues, please call Stefania Harford Tel: 07846559700 

Plea from The Passage: 
Never has there been a time when your donation matters so much.   
The Passage is looking after some of the most vulnerable people in our society, many of whom 
already have poor health, in an area where Covid-19 is most prevalent.   
This client group is seriously at risk, so we are adapting our services to ensure that we 
can protect everyone that needs help.  
Our services to those on the streets and those we have helped off the streets and into safety are 
under immense pressure as the virus threat grows. With staff and volunteers taking the strain, 
and with the situation changing daily The Passage needs your support to ensure that whatever 
happens we can still be there for those on the streets.  
We need to raise £340,000 urgently to deliver our vital services. Now more than ever we rely 
on the kindness of people like you.  
Please help ensure that we can keep our services running over the coming months to sup-
port homeless people who may be affected by Coronavirus. 
  
Anything that you donate to The Passage via The Big Give website before 12 noon on Tues-
day 31 March will be doubled at no extra cost to yourself (Gift aid adds a fur ther  25%  
for UK income tax payers). There is a maximum donation of £25,000 per individual.  
  
We urgently need to keep our services operational to support people who may be affected by 
Coronavirus, so please find it in your heart to help us if you possibly can. Also If you would 
forward this appeal to family, friends and other contacts we should be most grateful. 
 
We advise you that the campaign match funding has been generously donated by a number of 
individual philanthropists and corporate partners. Every donation made online will be doubled 
pound for pound and with gift aid a further 25% can be added by the government.  For more 
information or to make a donation, please visit here https://bit.ly/334RmGH. Please contact 
Andrew Hollingsworth Andrew.H@passage.org.uk  for further information or if you have 
difficulty with the website. 

Pope Francis (Wed 1st Apr il) 
“To see God it is not necessary to change our glasses or the place from which we are 
looking. Our heart needs to be liberated from its own deceit. When we realize that 
our worst enemy is often hidden within our own hearts, this is a decisive maturation 
process. That is the most noble battle against the interior deceptions generated by our 
sins. 
To understand what “purity of heart” is, we must recall that in the Bible, “the heart 
does not consist solely in sentiments”. It is the “most intimate” part of the human be-
ing: “the interior space where a person is him or herself” 

In your prayers, please remember: 
Jenny Evans, Christopher Almeida, Mary Guinan, Maureen & John Logan, Marga-
ret Goldsworthy,  Ann Tomline, Joan Walker, Terry Appleyard, Joan Russell, Rosa 
Maria Santos, Joan Turner,  Nina Oakes, Jacob Oakes, Jidechi Ejiofor, Ellen Bailey, 
Bill and Liz Hawkes, Mick O’Connor, Pat McLoughlin, Margaret Healy and all the sick and 
housebound of the parishes.  

SVP— If you or anyone you know are in need please call 01235 812338 .  

The Centre for Applied Carmelite Spirituality (Boars Hill) will be delivering their Lenten Pro-
gramme online. For more details see https://www.oxcacs.org/  

The Parish Summer Event—a social event is scheduled be held on Sunday 12th July. 
Mass at 11am at English Martyrs. More details to follow, event will be reviewed nearer 
the time depending on progress of COVID-19 pandemic. Any queries or offers of help 
to Edwin Samu or via the parish office. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, CathCom have put as many UK Catholic Diocesan newspa-
pers on one website (www.ChurchPaper.co.uk) so parishioners can stay in contact with their 
Church and their community.  

We have had some queries about how to make your offerings while public mass is suspended. 
If you are able, you can transfer directly into the parish account, use reference OFFERING 
and the bank details below. Thank you very much. 
 
STANDING ORDERS (can be gift aided if you pay tax)  Setting up a standing order is 
easy to do, call your bank or go online if you can. Our bank account details: Sort code 309304    
Account no. 00876748   
Your donation really does make a difference. Please let us know if you do set up a standing 
order. There are gift aid forms available from the office via email as well. 

Diocesan Employees:  The Diocese has taken the decision to put all par ish jobs on fur -
lough for April at least. This means that the parish office will no longer be staffed. Please call 
the presbytery in an emergency. 
Also there will be no further newsletters. Please see website for updated communications. 

Bishop Philip Egan: “Let’s keep each other in prayer , praying too for the sick and 
for the medical staff in the NHS caring for them. Let us ask the Blessed Mother to 
pray for a speedy end to this scourge. God bless and protect you all with His love. “ 

https://bit.ly/334RmGH
mailto:andrew.h@passage.org.uk?subject=COVID-19%20fundraising
https://www.oxcacs.org/
http://www.ChurchPaper.co.uk

