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Think of these first weeks after Christmas as a season of 
“epiphanies.” The liturgy is showing us who Jesus is and what 
He has revealed about our relationship with God.   

 

Last week and the week before, the imagery was royal and 
filial—Jesus is the newborn king of the Jews who makes us 
coheirs of Israel’s promise, beloved children of God. Last 
week in the liturgy we went to a baptism.   

 

This week we’re at a wedding.   

 

We’re being shown another dimension of our relationship with 
God. If we’re sons and daughters of God, it’s because we’ve 
married into the family.   

 

Have you ever wondered why the Bible begins and ends with a wedding—Adam and Eve’s in the 
garden and the marriage supper of the Lamb (compare Genesis 2:23–24 and Revelation 
19:9; 21:9; 22:17)?   

 

Throughout the Bible, marriage is the symbol of the covenant relationship God desires with His 
chosen people. He is the groom, humanity His beloved and sought after bride. We see this reflected 
beautifully in today’s First Reading.   

 

When Israel breaks the covenant, she is compared to an unfaithful spouse (see Jeremiah 2:20–36; 3:1–
13). But God promises to take her back, to “espouse” her to Him forever in an everlasting covenant 
(see Hosea 2:18–22).   

 

That’s why in today’s Gospel Jesus performs His first public “sign” at a wedding feast.   

 

Jesus is the divine bridegroom (see John 3:29), calling us to His royal wedding feast (see Matthew 
22:1–14). By His New Covenant, He will become “one flesh” with all humanity in the Church 
(see Ephesians 5:21–33). By our baptism, each of us has been betrothed to Christ as a bride to a  
husband (see 2 Corinthians 11:2).   

 

The new wine that Jesus pours out at today’s feast is the gift of the Holy Spirit given to His bride and 
body, as today’s Epistle says. This is the “salvation” announced to the “families of nations” in today’s 
Psalm. 
           Scott Hahn   
 
 
 

English Martyrs 
Vale of  White Horse 

Pastoral Area 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YR C 
 

Entrance Antiphon:   
All the earth shall bow down before you, O God, and 
shall sing to you, shall sing to your name,  
O Most High! 
 

First Reading:  Isaiah  62:1-5 

 
 

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 95:1-3,7-10. R.v3 

 

Response:   
Proclaim the wonders of the Lord among all peoples.  
 
 
 

Second Reading:  1 Corinthians  12:4-11 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia  
Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are life: 
you have the message of eternal life.  
Alleluia.   

 

Gospel:  John  2:1-11 

 

Communion Antiphon:  Cf. Ps 22:5 
You have prepared a table for me,  
and how precious is the chalice that  
quenches my thirst. 

SATURDAY 15th January Our Lady on Saturday  
9:30 Mass English Martyrs Didcot Raymond Pilkington R.I.P. (C. White) 
Followed by Confessions 
Confessions will take place prior to Vigil Mass at St John’s Wallingford  
5.00pm Vigil Mass St John’s Wallingford Annie Furlong Intentions (D&M Healy) 
 

5.50pm Adoration before Vigil Mass at English Martyrs  
6.30 Vigil Mass English Martyrs Didcot  Pro Populo 
  
SUNDAY 16th January  Second Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C 
09:00am Mass English Martyrs Didcot Kim & Douglas Henderson Intentions (D&M Healy) 
11:00am Mass St John’s Wallingford Pro Populo  
 
TUESDAY 18th January Feria 
12:00noon Mass at St John’s Wallingford June Smith Welfare (A.. Johns) 

 

WEDNESDAY 19th January 
09:30am Mass English Martyrs Didcot  David Woodley Intentions (Naughton Family)) 
6.30am English Martyrs Didcot Extraordinary Form Latin Mass  

THURSDAY 20th January 
09:30an Mass St John’s Wallingford  In thanksgiving (A. Johns) 
 
 

FRIDAY 21st January St Agnes 
10:00am Requiem Mass  English Martyrs Didcot  Barbara McIlroy R.I.P. 

 
 
 

SATURDAY 22nd January Our Lady on Saturday  
9:30 Mass English Martyrs Didcot  Deceased members of  the Dipple/Johns Family R.I.P. (A. Johns) 
Followed by Confessions 
12.00noon English Martyrs Didcot Baptisms of Lily Dodds and Jacob White  
Confessions will take place prior to Vigil Mass at St John’s Wallingford  
5.00pm Vigil Mass St John’s Wallingford Pro Populo  
5.50pm Adoration before Vigil Mass at English Martyrs  
6.30 Vigil Mass English Martyrs Didcot Anne Johns Intentions (D&M Healy) 
  
SUNDAY 23rd January Third Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C 
09:00am Mass English Martyrs Didcot Pro Populo 
11:00am Mass St John’s Wallingford  Valmai Atsoparthis R.I.P. (Perpetuity) 
 

Parish Priest: Fr Phillip Harris, 15 Manor Crescent, Didcot OX11 7AJ 
Telephone: 01235 812338 

Office email: didcot@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
(Parish Office in Presbytery open Tuesday—Friday 9am to 1pm approximately) 

Fr Phillip’s email: ppharris@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR C 

Please make sure your mobile phone is turned off during Mass if you attend in person. 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Gen%202.23%E2%80%9324
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Rev%2019.9
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Rev%2019.9
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Revelation%2021.9
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Revelation%2022.17
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Jer%202.20%E2%80%9336
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Jeremiah%203.1%E2%80%9313
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Jeremiah%203.1%E2%80%9313
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Hos%202.18%E2%80%9322
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/John%203.29
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Matt%2022.1%E2%80%9314
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Eph%205.21%E2%80%9333
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/2%20Cor%2011.2


SVP—If you know of anyone in need please call  01235 812338  

In your prayers, please remember: Jenny Evans, Mary Guinan, Maureen & John Logan 
Ann Tomline, Joan Walker, Terry Appleyard, Joan Russell, Rosa Maria Santos, Joan Turner, 
Nina Oakes, Jacob Oakes, Jidechi Ejiofor, Ellen Bailey, Liz Hawkes,  Pat McLoughlin, Margaret 
Healy, Barry Molloy, David Woodley, Gladys and Durrie Marr  and all the sick and housebound 
of the parishes.  

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR ALL THE LATEST NEWS AND GROUP ACTIVITIES.  

Reconciliation (Confessions):  Please book an appointment by calling the par ish office: 01235 
812338 or attend after the Saturday 9.30am Mass at English Martyrs Didcot, or before the Saturday 5pm 
Mass at St John’s Wallingford.     

 

Father Andrew Byrne will be leaving the pastoral area, and therefore at the present time, there will be no 
confessions on Wednesday evenings.  

Parish Safeguarding Rep  
Our Safety Officer for all adult and child safeguarding issues is Stefania Harford,  please contact Stefania via 
the parish office on 01235 812338, if there is no response and in an emergency then dial 999.  

 

The St Vincent de Paul Society helps to tackle poverty in all its forms through practical  
assistance. In order to help our local community we ran an appeal just before Christmas asking for your 
assistance, in donating items and money. This included a wide range of goods from furniture to white 
goods and clothes. Thank you so much for the generous offers we have already had, we are still pro-
cessing the requests and matching items with needs. This work has highlighted that people in the area 
are in desperate need of assistance and we would appreciate further offers, including direct payments to 
the SVP account. St Vincent De Paul  Society, Account 46078231, sort code 60-60-04. It is critically 
important that we continue to identify who needs support in the area too, so if you know of people in 
need please do get in touch with Fr Phillip. We would also like to take this opportunity to ask anyone 

who is interested in volunteering with the St Vincent de Paul society to let us know. 

DONATIONS & STANDING ORDERS Donating or  setting up a standing order  is easy to do, call 
our bank or go online if you can. Our bank account details:  
Account name: Portsmouth R C Diocesan Trustees Didcot & Wallingford  
Sort code 309304  Account no. 00876748. Many thanks for all your donations. If you would like to give 
electronically we now have a button on the website for donations to the parish or go to https://
donate.giveasyoulive.com/charity/english-martyrs--st-john-the-evangelist-didcot-and-wallingford-
catholic-parish  Your donation really does make a difference. Please do continue with your planned 
giving and if you don't have a standing order, could you kindly put your envelopes through the door of 
the parish office? Please let us know if you do set up a standing order –  we can post or email Gift Aid 
declaration forms. 

Mary’s Meals Double the Love  From November  to January, every gift given to Mary’s Meals will 
doubled by a group of generous supporters, up to £1.6m. This means a gift of just £15.90 will feed, not 
one, but two children, a life-changing daily school meal for a whole school year! Your kindness brings 
joy to more than two million children around the world who we serve – including those affected by 
natural disasters, conflict and the ongoing Covid pandemic. For more information, please 
visit www.marysmeals.org.uk    We also have a nativity pack written by noted author Frank Cottrell-
Boyce, this resource is available on our website for use by your children’s groups.  If you would like any 
further information on ’Double The Love’, would welcome a talk on the work of Mary’s Meals, or are 
interested in receiving any of our resources, please do not hesitate to get in touch.    

FACE COVERINGS: The Bishops’ Conference in accordance with HM Government has made the wearing 
of face covering mandatory in Places of Worship from Fr iday 10th December  2021. However , there will 
be exemptions for those leading worship, public proclamation of scriptural readings or prayers, and those who 
are unable to wear face coverings and are exempt.  Please dress warm when attending English Martyrs, Didcot 
as for proper ventilation during services some of the windows will be open.  

Bad Weather Buddies, Simple things that make a big difference.    

 
 

 As the cold weather set s in, think about how you might help those less able.  
 

 When you are doing your weekly shop, why not ask your neighbour if they need anything. 

 Offer to pick up prescriptions 

 The offer of a lift to Mass on Sunday can be a lifeline when icy conditions making getting 
out and about that much harder. 

Next weekend we take the annual second collection in support of your Cathedral in Portsmouth   

 
 

Appeal envelopes are available at all Masses for those who do not have gift aided planned giving 
envelopes for second collections. This collection is the only support our Cathedral receives from the 
wider Diocesan family. 
 
 

In response to some of the precautions taken in the previous lockdowns, a ‘Give as you Live’  
page was also created at:  https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/cathedral-annual-appeal-1  

Bishop Philip The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins next Tuesday, 18th January 2022.    

 
 

Christian Unity is one of my passions.  As a parish priest and convenor of the local Churches Together 
group, I enjoyed learning from Christians in the other churches and sharing our Catholic faith with 
them.  That sense of community that I enjoyed in Stockport has been magnified in Portsmouth where I 
have benefitted hugely from the spiritual relationships that I have developed with other church 
leaders.  We pray together and through our prayers come trust, friendship and the desire to work 
together. The late Cardinal Hume once said that Christians “should not do apart that which we can do 
together” – and this, I believe, should be our default approach to so many of the pastoral issues that face 
all our communities.  Yes, we need to recognise our differences, but there is much that unites us and 
allows us to work and pray together.    

Bishop Philip writes  Know, dear brethren (brothers and sisters), that, as we have rejoiced at the 
Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, so by leave of God's mercy we announce to you also the joy of his 
Resurrection, who is our Saviour. On the second day of March will fall Ash Wednesday, and the 
beginning of the fast of the most sacred Lenten season. On the seventeenth day of April, you will 
celebrate with joy Easter Day, the Paschal feast of our Lord Jesus Christ. On the twenty-sixth day of 
May will be the Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. On the fifth day of June, the feast of Pentecost. On 
the nineteenth day of June, the feast of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ. On the twenty-seventh 
day of November, the First Sunday of the Advent of our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom is honour and 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

Sunday 16th January is in England a Day of Prayer  for  Peace. This year  Pope Francis asks us to think 
about ‘Education, work and dialogue between generations: tools for building lasting peace’:  The need for 
peace in the world is obvious. People are struggling against violence and conflict, growing inequalities, the 
effects of climate change and the Covid pandemic. How can we harness the gifts and energy of all 
generations in the work of peacemaking?  Which ‘tools for building lasting peace’ do you think Pope Francis 
might be talking about? In this country we have an active Catholic peace movement in Pax Christi, which 
does a much work to promote peace and nonviolence through parishes, schools and social media. Their 
website suggests many ways we can all become better peacemakers. There are activities for families to do at 
home, including a peace liturgy for young children.  

https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/charity/english-martyrs--st-john-the-evangelist-didcot-and-wallingford-catholic-parish
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/charity/english-martyrs--st-john-the-evangelist-didcot-and-wallingford-catholic-parish
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/charity/english-martyrs--st-john-the-evangelist-didcot-and-wallingford-catholic-parish
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.marysmeals.org.uk%2Fget-involved%2Fresources-for-children%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ckatie.harding%40Marysmeals.org%7Cafde594f095a41da14e408d9a2d3b2e2%7C56bf9bbcbe8c4eb3bb18b7910154a096%7C0%7C0%7C63
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.marysmeals.org.uk%2Fdoublethelove%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ckatie.harding%40Marysmeals.org%7Cafde594f095a41da14e408d9a2d3b2e2%7C56bf9bbcbe8c4eb3bb18b7910154a096%7C0%7C0%7C637719852391962080%7CUnkno
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/cathedral-annual-appeal-1

