
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ. 

This Sunday we will be rededicating our country as the Dowry of Mary. On Wednesday we 

celebrated the Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary. That is the day when we 

remembered how a young, innocent, humble, pure woman was entrusted with an amazing role in 

human history: to be the Theotokos, yes, the Mother of God (as we translate this Greek description 

of her – the God-Bearer which Theotokos literally means).  

Why should any of this be important or relevant to us today? All of this occurred around 2021 years 

ago. How does this relate to us here and now: here and now in this world-wide pandemic which we 

are each and everyone being locked down in? 

Let’s think about this. 

For me there are two starting points: the first the Angel Gabriel’s words, the second our Lady’s 

response. Let’s look at them, familiar as they might be as they form part of one our most used 

prayers. 

“Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you. Blessed are you among women.” Gabriel – like all angels – 

speaks for God. These are God’s words to Mary. What we can discern and what the Church has 

already proclaimed, is that in these words, we see firstly the purity of Mary – “full of grace” – 

something that was deemed impossible since the fall recounted in Genesis. Secondly, we hear “the 

Lord is with you” and thirdly “Blessed are you among women.” For the Lord to be with Mary in this 

case is an indication of not only her holiness and closeness to God but also how God himself would 

chose to dwell in her womb for nine months. Therefore, above all and beyond all imagining, she 

would be “Blessed… among women.” 

Mary’s response is one of pure acceptance of the will of God: “I am the handmaid of the Lord… let 

what you have said be done to me.” 

The rededication of our country as the Dowry of Mary has fallen precisely at one of the most 

challenging times in human history. To be a dowry means to be a gift – in this case a gift of all of us 

here in Great Britain to Our Lady. How can we individually and communally respond to this 

rededication of our country as Mary’s Dowry?  

All we can do is keep our faith with the simplicity and purity shown by Mary. We may not be full of 

grace this side of eternity, but we can strive towards that. The sacraments have been given to us by 

our Lord precisely to help us in this. Even if we cannot physically attend Mass, we can still unite in 

prayer. Mary’s eyes were focused on the Lord, accepting all he had told her through the Angel 

Gabriel. Let us refocus our eyes on the Lord and our Saviour, Jesus Christ, dedicating ourselves and 

our whole nation once more to Mary, the Mother of God, the Theotokos. 

With every blessing, 

Fr Phillip 

 

 


