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10th November 2019 
Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (Yr C) 

With their riddle about seven brothers and a childless widow, the Sadducees in today’s  
Gospel mock the faith for which seven brothers and their mother die in the First Reading. 
 
The Maccabean martyrs chose death—tortured limb by limb, burned alive—rather than be-
tray God’s Law. Their story is given to us in these last weeks of the Church year to strengthen 
us for endurance—that our feet might not falter but remain steadfast on His paths. 
 
The Maccabeans died hoping that the “King of the World” would raise them to live again 
forever (see 2 Maccabees 14:46). 

The Sadducees don’t believe in the resurrection because they can’t find it literally taught in 
the Scriptures. To ridicule this belief they fix on a law that requires a woman to marry her 
husband’s brother if he should die without leaving an heir (see Genesis 38:8; Deuteronomy 
25:5).  But God’s Law wasn’t given to ensure the raising up of descendants to earthly fathers. 
The Law was given, as Jesus explains, to make us worthy to be “children of God”—sons and 
daughters born of His Resurrection. 

“God our Father,” today’s Epistle tells us, has given us “everlasting encouragement” in the 
Resurrection of Christ. Through His grace, we can now direct our hearts to the love of God. 
 
As the Maccabeans suffered for the Old Law, we will have to suffer for our faith in the New 
Covenant. Yet He will guard us in the shadow of His wing, keep us as the apple of His eye, as 
we sing in today’s Psalm. 
 
The Maccabeans’ persecutors marveled at their courage. We too can glorify the Lord in our 
sufferings and in the daily sacrifices we make.  And we have even greater cause than they for 
hope. One who has risen from the dead has given us His word—that He is the God of the 
living, that when we awake from the sleep of death we will behold His face, and will be con-
tent in His presence (see Psalm 76:6; Daniel 12:2). 

Scott Hahn 

Gospel Acclamation:  

Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Stay awake, praying at all times for the strength to 
stand with confidence before the Son of Man. 

Alleluia! 

Gospel:  Luke 20:27-38 

Communion Antiphon:   The Lord is my Shep-
herd; there is nothing I shall want. Fresh and green 
are the pastures where he gives me repose, near 
restful waters he leads me. 

Mass Text for the Thirty-Second Sunday in  
Ordinary Time (Yr C) 

Entrance Antiphon:  Let my prayer  come into 
your presence. Incline your ear to my cry for 
help, O Lord. 

First Reading: Maccabees 7:1-2,9-14 

Responsorial Psalm: 16:1,5-6,8,15 R.v.15 

Response: I shall be filled, when I awake, with 
the sight of your glory, O Lord 

Second Reading:  2 Thessalonians 2:16-3:5 

MASS TIMES  
Saturday 9th November 
Vigil Masses for the Thirty-Second Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

St John’s: 5pm    
(Preceded by Exposition of the Blessed Sacra-
ment and Sacrament of Reconciliation from 
4.30pm) 
English Martyrs: 6.30pm Pro Populo 
 
SUNDAY 10th November—Thirty-Second  
Sunday in Ordinary Time REMEMBRANCE 
SUNDAY 
English Martyrs: 9am James Perera RIP (R. 
Perera) 
St John’s: 11am Pro Populo (Please note that 
Mass will start a little late due to the  
Remembrance Service taking place in the Market 
Square) 
 
Mass times for the coming week 
(English Martyrs is open  Tuesday to Friday 

mornings 9.15am-1pm, for private prayer) 
 
MONDAY 11th November 
No Mass Today 
St John’s: 1.30pm  Funeral Service—Francisco 
Plazas RIP 
 
TUESDAY 12th November St Josaphat 
English Martyrs: 12 noon   Requiem Mass for 
Thomas Hughes RIP 
 
WEDNESDAY 13th November Feria  
English Martyrs: 9.30am Deceased parents, 
relatives and friends of Mick and Margaret 
O’Connor 
Followed by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
and  Benediction. 
English Martyrs: 7.30pm Extraordinary Form 
Latin Mass  

 
THURSDAY 14th November Blessed Hugh Cook 
Faringdon, John Eynon & John Rugge 
St John’s: 9.30am  David Watson, RIP  
(A Watson) 
 
FRIDAY 15th November St Albert the Great 
English Martyrs: 9.30am  

 
SATURDAY 16th  November  St Edmund of  
Abingdon 
English Martyrs: 9.30am  
English Martyrs: 12 noon Baptism 
 
Saturday 16th November 
Vigil Masses for the Thirty-Third Sunday in  

Ordinary Time 
St John’s: 5pm   Deceased members of Clifford 
family (N. Clifford) 
(Preceded by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
and Sacrament of Reconciliation from 4.30pm) 
English Martyrs: 6.30pm Pro Populo 
 
SUNDAY 17th November—Thirty-Third  
Sunday in Ordinary Time  
English Martyrs: 9am Terry Hobin, RIP  
(H Hobin) 
St John’s: 11am Pro Populo  

Please remember to turn off your mobile 
phone during Mass. 

https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=97c501e809&e=76efc81565
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=0920bf79e9&e=76efc81565
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=910bb622e3&e=76efc81565
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=910bb622e3&e=76efc81565
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=403e831326&e=76efc81565
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=e285b58aad&e=76efc81565


Last week’s Collection:   
£TBA 

2nd collection: £ 
Thank you for your donations 

Parish Safeguarding Rep  
For all adult and child safeguarding issues, 

please call Stefania Harford Tel: 07846559700 

In your prayers, please remember: 
Jenny Evans, Christopher Almeida, Mary Guinan, Maureen Logan, Mary McCrys-
tal, Margaret Goldsworthy,  Ann Tomline, Joan Walker, Terry Appleyard, Joan 
Russell, Audrey Edwards, Rosa Maria Santos, Laurence Turner,  Nina Oakes, Jacob 
Oakes, Jidechi Ejiofor, Ellen Bailey, Maria Adelina Soares, Bill and Liz Hawkes, Michael 
Howlett and all the sick and housebound of the parishes.  

English Martyrs Next Week: 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, C, 17th November  
                                                              Sat 6.30pm                                           Sun 9am 
Ministers of the Word:               D Denton, C Stemp                 O Ubong, C King, A-M Kershaw 
EMs of Holy Communion: B Thacker , R Harding, A Fur long     C Lyall, R Perera, R Holt  

Kenya Children Centres 
On Thursday 19th December after 9.30am Mass at St John's, Liz Eaton will give a talk on all 
projects which her team in Kenya are currently working on. This will be during our regular 
Coffee Morning in the Church Hall. Everyone welcome. 

Christmas flower workshop Saturday 23rd November  11.00-13.00 at English 
Martyrs. This event is open to everyone, see poster at back of church for infor-

mation on what to bring and the cost .  

St John’s Laundry Rota: We are in need of more volunteers to share the task of pur ify-

ing, washing and ironing the various cloths used at Holy Mass. Instruction will be given. 

Please let Mo Taylor know via the parish office if you can help or speak with Fr Phillip. 

Baptist Church Christmas Hampers—This year, we are looking for donations of toiletries 
of stocking filler size for these hampers which are due to be created during the first week of 
December.  There are 27 families, with children of varying ages, so appropriate contributions 
would be welcomed.  There will be a box at the back of English Martyrs for donations. 

The Youth Group  
Anyone 10+ wishing to come along and  needing a little more information about the Youth 
Group, please contact Andy Robins via the parish office. 

Poppy Appeal 2019 
The unrecognised heroes of the past. Remember them today. 
As we look ahead to Remembrance Day, The Royal British Legion is asking the 

nation to remember together all those who have served and sacrificed. This year 

the Poppy Appeal is aiming to raise over £50 million to help support serving and 

ex-serving members of the Armed Forces community and their families. Please 

remember to buy your poppy. 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth Registered Charity No. 246871 

STANDING ORDERS (can be gift aided if you pay tax)  Setting up a standing order is easy 
to do. Either use the forms at the rear of the church or go online with our bank account details: 
Sort code 309304    Account no. 00876748  
Your donation really does make a difference. There are gift aid forms available as well. 

On the World Day of the Poor, 17th November, between 1pm and 5:30pm, Caritas  
Portsmouth are holding an afternoon in St. Peters, Winchester where we can all come together 
to share experiences and encourage new ideas around the issue of poverty. The event will in-
clude a short play by "Staging Faith" on the life of St. Vincent De Paul, and also some person-
al testimonies of people who have experienced life on the margins. There will be opportunities 
to network with others and to see what we can practically do to help those in need around us. 
Come along and let this event be the place where we begin to open our church doors to those 
in need and be a voice of the voiceless.  For further information contact Kevin Gallagher from 
Caritas at caritas@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or call 07388994057. 

SVP— If you know of anyone in need please call 01235 812338  

RCIA programme—If you (or someone you know) wish to learn more about the faith 
through the parish RCIA programme please contact the parish office for further information. 

Please bring your Mission Boxes in to church soon for counting.  
Both St John’s and English Martyrs have to send the return in at end of Novem-
ber.  

Sacristan needed for St John’s—We urgently need another volunteer to be a regular sac-
ristan at St John’s. The job involves setting up the church before mass and shutting down after 
mass. If you think you could do this please contact Katy Goodey via the parish office or speak 
to Fr Phillip after mass. Thank you! 

St John Henry Newman—Prophet on the Road to Rome: Lecture and Book Launch 
A lecture to launch the new critical edition of Newman’s Essays Critical and Historical, writ-
ten in the years leading up to his conversion to the Catholic Church, will be given by Dr An-
drew Nash and Fr Nicholas Schofield at The College, Littlemore, Oxford on Friday 15th No-
vember at 7.30pm. All Welcome. Refreshments provided.  See poster at back of church. 

Do you know someone who will be alone on Christmas Day? (They must live 
in Didcot or close surrounding area). Free Christmas Day Lunch at Didcot 
Community Support Service Centre, Britwell Road, from 12—4.30pm on 
Christmas Day. Please contact Anna Gatrell 07789428795 (some local transport 
may be available) 

Catholic Singles is an organisation which helps single Catholics of all ages (over  18 years) 
meet other single Catholics, either one to one or through social events. For further information 
visit www.catholicsingles.org.uk or tel. 0161 941 3498 

mailto:caritas@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
http://www.catholicsingles.org.uk

