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Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! 

I will not leave you as orphans, says the Lord, I 
will come back to you, and your hearts will be full 
of joy. Alleluia! 

Gospel: John 17:1-11 

Communion Antiphon: Father , I pray that they 
may be one as we also are one, alleluia. 

Mass Texts for the Seventh Sunday of Easter, 
Year A 

 

Entrance Antiphon: O Lord, hear  my voice, for  
I have called to you; of you my heart has spoken: 
Seek his face; hide not your face from me, alleluia. 

First Reading: Acts 1:12-14 

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 26:1,4.7-8. R.v.13 

Response: I am sure I shall see the Lord’s good-
ness in the land of the living. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter  4:13-16  

Our First Reading today lists the remaining eleven Apostles and 
how, already, they were praying with the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
They were all looking in confidence to a future which for many of 
them must have been unimaginable. Soon that would be revealed as 
the Holy Spirit descended on them on the day of Pentecost. 
 
In the meantime, those disciples had nothing else they could do ex-
cept gather around the Blessed Virgin Mary and pray. Let us take 
their example in these difficult times and do the same. We are in an 
unimaginable situation with Masses having to be celebrated pri-
vately. We are like those eleven Apostles, locked up, waiting… Let 
us turn to our Blessed Mother, Mary, at this time of intense trial  - 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, which Our Lady had already ex-
perienced, would soon be poured out also on the Apostles’ heads.  
 
Let us pray that, through Our Lady’s intercessions, we may soon 
experience the fullness of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and be 
allowed to return to celebrating the Mass together and then be able 
to spread the Good News of the Gospel in the world in which we 
live. 
Fr Phillip 

MASSES to be said by Fr Phillip in private until the Government restrictions are lifted 

 
SUNDAY 24th May Seventh Sunday of Easter 

9am People of the Parishes of English Martyrs and St John the Evangelist. THIS MASS WILL BE LIVE 
STREAMED - for live streaming go to: www.facebook.com/English-Martyrs-and-St-John-the-
Evangelist-Catholic-Churches-174623299248782/ 
 
Mass times for the coming week 
 
MONDAY 25th May 10.30am Algernon Gladwell, R.I.P. 
 
TUESDAY 26th May 12 noon  Viraj James Perera (Intentions) (R. Perera) 
 
WEDNESDAY 27th May 9.30amLillie O’Brien, R.I.P. (A O’Brien)  THIS MASS WILL BE LIVE 
STREAMED   
 
THURSDAY 28th May 9.30 am John & Ivy  Dean, R.I.P. 
 
FRIDAY 29th May 9.30am Fr Anthony Glaysher (Intentions) 
 
SATURDAY 30th  May 9.30am Fr Kevin Hoiles (Intentions) 
 
SUNDAY 31st May Pentecost Sunday  
9am People of th njm e Parishes of English Martyrs and St John the Evangelist. THIS MASS WILL BE 

LIVE STREAMED   
 
See inside for details of the Zoom meetings between Ascension Day and Pentecost Sunday -  

“THY KINGDOM COME” 

SVP— If you know of anyone in need please call 01235 812338  

STANDING ORDERS Setting up a standing order  is easy to do, call your  bank or  go 
online if you can. Our bank account details: Sort code 309304 Account no. 00876748 Your 
donation really does make a difference. Please let us know if you do set up a standing order. 



Parish Safeguarding Rep  
For all adult and child safeguarding issues, please call Stefania Harford Tel: 07846559700 

In your prayers, please remember: Jenny Evans, Chr istopher  Almeida, Mary Guinan, 
Maureen & John Logan, Margaret Goldsworthy,  Ann Tomline, Joan Walker, Terry 
Appleyard, Joan Russell, Rosa Maria Santos, Joan Turner,  Nina Oakes, Jacob Oak-
es, Jidechi Ejiofor, Ellen Bailey, Bill and Liz Hawkes, Mick O’Connor, Pat 
McLoughlin, Margaret Healy and all the sick and housebound of the parishes.  

From David Johnston, Member of Parliament for Wantage: 

I hope you are all safe and well. It has been easier than I expected to adjust to ‘virtual parlia-
ment’, in which 50 MPs can be present in the House of Commons at any one time and up to 
120 of us can join by video link. Back in March, I was not sure it would happen at all given 
the reservations some of my colleagues had, and yet here we are in May with it working pretty 
smoothly. 

Having been concerned that it would feel strange to give speeches from my desk, I have now 
done so to speak in the Domestic Abuse, Agriculture and Immigration and Social Security Co-
ordination Bill debates, alongside questioning several Cabinet ministers on behalf of constitu-
ents. 

Virtual parliament has certain advantages, not least the fact that the day before debates, the 
Speaker publishes a call list which shows exactly who will be called and in what order. This is 
in contrast to how things you usually proceed in the House of Commons, when you can be in 
there for several hours bobbing up and down and not be called at all! You can also wear jeans 
on your bottom half as the camera can’t see below your shoulders! 

That said, like everyone else currently working we’re all keen to be back around our col-
leagues. Whilst some people suggest that the current period will change how everyone works 
forever more, I’m not so sure. Having had friends move to other countries and being reasona-
bly used to speaking to them by video, it’s not the same as being in the same room and I think 
most people want the interactions that come face to face. 

MPs were advised to remain in their constituencies for lockdown if they could, so my partner 
and I have been in our home in the Didcot area, which we got in February. It has been good to 
spend an extended period here rather than just the Friday-Sunday period each week and she 
and I consider ourselves very lucky to have a garden and to be able to take walks around the 
beautiful environment we now live in. 

Where we can, we’ve been getting out to help the organisations in our community that have 
played such a vital role during this crisis – from Sofea to the Ray Collins Trust – and remain 
full of admiration for the many ways they’ve been helping people during this period. Do visit 
www.oxfordshireallin.org to find one near you. 

Prayers/meditations for this week – you may want to say them every day or whenever you 
like. Let us continue especially during this month of May to pray the Rosary. As mentioned 
previously, see www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/letters/2020/documents/papa-
francesco_20200425_lettera-mesedimaggio.html for the Holy Father’s message and two final 
prayers for after praying the Rosary. Fr Phillip 
 
Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love. Send 
forth your Spirit and they shall be created. And You shall renew the face of the earth.  
 
O, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant that by 
the same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise and ever enjoy His consolations, Through Christ 
Our Lord, Amen.  
 
Prayers to Our Lady, Queen of all the Saints: 
 
O most beautiful flower of Mount Carmel, 
fruitful vine, splendour of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of God, 
Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my necessity. 
O Star of the Sea, help me herein and show me here you are my Mother. 
O Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth, 
I humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succour me in my necessity. (make re-
quest) 
There are none that can withstand thy power. 
O Mary, conceived without sin, 
pray for us who have recourse to thee (three times). 
Holy Mary, I place this cause in your hands (three times). Amen. 
 
O Mary, Virgin most powerful and Mother of mercy, Queen of Heaven and Refuge of sinners, 
we consecrate ourselves to thine Immaculate Heart. 

We consecrate to thee our very being and our whole life; all that we have, all that we love, all 
that we are. To thee we give our bodies, our hearts and our souls; to thee we give our homes, 
our families, our country. We desire that all that is in us and around us may belong to thee, and 
may share in the benefits of thy motherly benediction. And that this act of consecration may 
be truly efficacious and lasting, we renew this day at thy feet the promises of our Baptism and 
our first Holy Communion. 

We pledge ourselves to profess courageously and at all times the truths of our holy Faith, and 
to live as befits Catholics who are duly submissive to all the directions of the Pope and the 
Bishops in communion with him. We pledge ourselves to keep the commandments of God and 
His Church, in particular to keep holy the Lord's Day. We likewise pledge ourselves to make 
the consoling practices of the Christian religion, and above all, Holy Communion, an integral 
part of our lives, in so far as we shall be able so to do. 

Finally, we promise thee, O glorious Mother of God and loving Mother of men, to devote our-
selves whole-heartedly to the service of thy blessed cult, in order to hasten and assure, through 
the sovereignty of thine Immaculate Heart, the coming of the kingdom of the Sacred Heart of 
thine adorable Son, in our own hearts and in those of all men, in our country and in all the 
world, as in heaven. so on earth. Amen. 
 

THY KINGDOM COME: Churches Together in the Wallingford Area will be hosting 
Prayer and reflections via Zoom between Ascension Day and Pentecost Sunday. Ascension 
Day Thursday 21st at 5pm, Monday 25th-Friday 29th at 12 noon each day, Sunday 31st at 
5pm. To join the Zoom meetings, email me ppharris@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk and I will 

send you the Meeting ID and Password. For the liturgy for midday prayer visit our homepage 
at https://www.didcotandwallingfordcatholicchurches.org/ 


