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In the cryptic message of the prophet Ezekiel, long centuries before 
the Lord’s coming, God gave His people reason to hope. Ezekiel 
glimpsed a day when the Lord God would place a tree on a mountain 
in Israel, a tree that would “put forth branches and bear fruit.” Who 
could have predicted that the tree would be a cross on the hill of Cal-
vary, and that the fruit would be salvation?  

 

Ezekiel foresees salvation coming to “birds of every kind”—thus, not 
just to the people of Israel, but also to the Gentiles, who will “take 
wing” through their new life in Christ. God indeed will “lift high the 
lowly tree,” as He solemnly promises.   

 
 

Such salvation surpasses humanity’s most ambitious dreams. And so 
we express our gratitude in the Psalm: “Lord, it is good to give thanks to you.” It is indeed 
good, and better still to give thanks with praise. The Psalmist speaks of those who are just 
upon the earth, but looks to God as the source and measure of justice, of righteousness. Like 
Ezekiel, he evokes the image of a flourishing tree to describe the lives of the just. The im-
age, again, suggests the Cross as the measure of righteousness.   

 
 

The Cross is a sign of contradiction to those who would rather “flourish” in worldly terms. 
As St. Paul emphasizes to the Corinthians, we need courage. Our faith makes us strong, and 
it is proved in our deeds. He reminds us that we will be judged by the ways our faith mani-
fests itself in works: “so that each may receive recompense, according to what he did in the 
body, whether good or evil.”   

 
 

God Himself will empower the works He expects from us, though we freely choose to cor-
respond to His grace. In the prophetic oracles, He scattered the seed that sprang up and be-
came the mustard tree, large enough to accommodate all the birds of the sky, just as Ezekiel 
had seen. He gave this doctrine to His disciples in terms they were able to understand, and 
He provided a full explanation. In the sacraments He provides still more: the grace of faith 
and the courage we need to live in the world as children of God.  

Scott Hahn 

Please make sure your mobile phone is turned off during Mass if you attend in person. 

English Martyrs 
Vale of  White Horse 

Pastoral Area 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME 
 

Entrance Antiphon:  
 

O Lord, hear my voice, for I have called you;  
be my help. Do not abandon or forsake me; 
O God, my Saviour! 
 

First Reading: Ezekiel 17:22-24 
 
 

Responsorial Psalm: Ps. 91:2-3, 13-16. R.Cf.v.2 

 

Response: It is good to give thanks, O Lord. 
 
 

Second Reading:  2 Cor inthians 5:6-10 
   
 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, Alleluia! 
I call you friends, says the Lord because I have 
made known to you everything I have learnt from 
my Father. Alleluia! 
 
 

Gospel: Mark 4:26-34 
 
 

Communion Antiphon:   
There is one thing I ask Lord, 
only this do I seek:  
to live in the house of the Lord 
all the days of my life. 

 
 
SATURDAY 12TH  JUNE The Immaculate Heart of Mary  
09.30am  (Private Mass)  

5.00pm Mass St John’s, Wallingford  Pro Populo It is with great pleasure that the Banns of Marriage 
are published between Hannah Marffy and Cathal Heavey. To book to attend, see  
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/st-johns-mass-tickets-117514359613 or contact the parish office.  
 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 13TH JUNE  
9.00am English Martyrs Didcot  Simon Sayce R.I.P. (A. Furlong) To book to attend, see https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/english-martyrs-mass-tickets-112265930420 or contact the parish office.     
 

MONDAY 14TH JUNE  
 
 

TUESDAY 15TH JUNE  
12.00noon (Private Mass)   

 

WEDNESDAY 16TH JUNE St Richard of Chichester 
6pm English Martyrs  Didcot  Ha Lam R.I.P.(K. Henderson) To book to attend, see https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/english-martyrs-mass-tickets-112265930420 or contact the parish office.   
 
THURSDAY 17TH JUNE 
 
 

FRIDAY 18TH JUNE 

 
 
 

SATURDAY 19TH  JUNE St Romuald 
09.30am  (Private Mass)  Michael Daly R.I.P.(A. Furlong) 
5.00pm Mass St John’s, Wallingford   Private Intentions for all in Mourning (A. Johns) Pro Populo  
To book to attend, see  https://www.eventbr ite.co.uk/e/st-johns-mass-tickets-117514359613 or contact  
the parish office.  
 

 

TWELFTH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 20TH JUNE  
9.00am English Martyrs Didcot  Confirmation Sebastian Wilkanowaki  To book to attend, see https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/english-martyrs-mass-tickets-112265930420 or contact the parish office.  THIS 
MASS WILL BE LIVE-STREAMED —for live-streaming go to: www.facebook.com/English-Martyrs-
and-St-John-the-Evangelist-Catholic-Churches23299248782/ 
 

Parish Priest: Fr Phillip Harris, 15 Manor Crescent, Didcot OX11 7AJ 
Telephone: 01235 812338 

Office email: didcot@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
(Parish Office in Presbytery open Tuesday—Friday 9am to 1pm approximately) 

Fr Phillip’s email: ppharris@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME (YEAR B) 
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SVP—If you know of anyone in need please call  01235 812338  

In your prayers, please remember: Jenny Evans, Mary Guinan, Maureen & John  
Logan, Margaret Goldsworthy, Ann Tomline, Joan Walker, Terry Appleyard, Joan 
Russell, Rosa Maria Santos, Joan Turner, Nina Oakes, Jacob Oakes, Jidechi Ejiofor, 
Ellen Bailey, Bill and Liz Hawkes, Pat McLoughlin, Margaret Healy, Barry Molloy 
Ben Thomas and all the sick and housebound of the parishes.  

Year of St Joseph Pope Francis has made 2021 a Year  of St Joseph, lasting from 8  
December 2020 8 December 2021.   

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR ALL THE LATEST NEWS AND GROUP ACTIVITIES. 
www.didcotandwallingfordcatholicchurches.org  

Reconciliation (Confessions):   
Please book an appointment by calling the parish office: 01235 812338 

Parish Safeguarding Rep  
For all adult and child safeguarding issues, please call Stefania Harford Tel: 07846559700  

The St Vincent de Paul Society helps to tackle poverty in all its forms through practical as-
sistance. In order to help our local community we ran an appeal just before Christmas asking 
for your assistance, in donating items and money. This included a wide range of goods from 
furniture to white goods and clothes. Thank you so much for the generous offers we have 
already had, we are still processing the requests and matching items with needs. This work 
has highlighted that people in the area are in desperate need of assistance and we would ap-
preciate further offers, including direct payments to the SVP account. St Vincent De Paul 
Society, Account 46078231, sort code 60-60-04. It is cr itically impor tant that we contin-
ue to identify who needs support in the area too, so if you know of people in need please do 
get in touch with Fr Phillip. We would also like to take this opportunity to ask anyone who is 
interested in volunteering with the St Vincent de Paul society to let us know. 

DONATIONS & STANDING ORDERS Donating or  setting up a standing order  is easy 
to do, call our bank or go online if you can. Our bank account details:  
Account name: Portsmouth R C Diocesan Trustees Didcot & Wallingford  
Sort code 309304  Account no. 00876748 
Many thanks for all your donations. If you would like to give electronically we now have a 
button on the website for donations to the parish or go to https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/
charity/english-martyrs--st-john-the-evangelist-didcot-and-wallingford-catholic-parish 
Your donation really does make a difference. Please do continue with your planned giving and 
if you don't have a standing order, could you kindly put your envelopes through the door of 
the parish office? Please let us know if you do set up a standing order –  we can post or email 
Gift Aid declaration forms. 

The Catholic Bishops of England and Wales have reminded us we need to sustain each other 
in our prayer. We are all invited to join a national shared moment of prayer each day at 6pm.  

In these years 2020 to 2022, I am inviting everyone in our Diocese to undertake, by God’s 
grace, a period of intense spiritual renewal. In 2020, we joined with the other Dioceses of 
England and Wales in keeping a Year of Word, a Year that subsequently was extended by 
the Bishops’ Conference because of the pandemic. To help with this, we produced a booklet 
YEAR OD THE WORLD 2020-2021. It contained many of the ideas you suggested to me.  
The booklet proved to be very popular. Thank you for all the enthusiasm and feedback you 
gave, which has inspired us to develop a new booklet.  We will keep the YEAR OF THE 
EUCHARIST from Corpus Christi (6th June 2021) until Christmas 2022. 
Meanwhile, please accept my prayers and best wishes. May God bless you with His love 
during these Easter days.   
 

Rev. Philip A. Egan Bishop of Portsmouth  

We would like to start returning to our normal mass times.   At the moment we will still need 
stewards and cleaners until the government lifts the restr ictions please volunteer  to help 
and contact Marie at the parish office on didcot@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or 01235 812338 
Tuesday  - Friday 09:00am 1pm.   
 
 
 
We are also looking for volunteers to help with flowers for the Church, if  your interested then 
please do make contact with Camilla King who can give you further details on 
kingaandb@gmail.com. Or contact Marie Parish Administrator at the parish office 01235 
812338. didcot@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

12th & 13th June Sr  Aurora Salgado de Abreu from The Comboni Missionary Sister s  
will address the congregation this weekend both at St John’s and English Martyrs Churches. 

19th June there will be a second collection for Day for Life. 

ADoRE Online spir itual mini-retreat morning. June 26th, 10.00-13.00 with Mass, 
Adoration, Reflection, Praise, Talk, Prayer and Discussion. Theme: "Growth in the Holy 
Spirit" - Grow your Christian life in the Spirit through Prayer, Scripture, Service and 
Community. Speaker: Carol Ann Harnett, Catechist trainer. Please register in advance 
at  bit.ly/ADOREJUN2021 

Ask your MP to sign a Parliamentary motion to stop ‘DIY’ abortion Carla Lockhart MP has 
launched a parliamentary motion calling on the Government to end ‘DIY’ home abortion.  

It is therefore vital that as many MPs as possible sign Carla Lockhart’s motion to send a clear 
message to the Government that they must end dangerous ‘DIY’ home abortion services as 
soon as possible.  Right To Life UK has launched an easy-to-use tool which makes it simple 
for you to send an email to your MP asking them to sign the motion. Please click the link to 
contact your MP now. It only takes 30 seconds!  www.righttolife.org.uk/DIYmotion  
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